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Another Gile Flowage boat landing will
Flowage Factoids be renovated in summer, thanks to help
from Xcel Energy, FOG, and the Wis-
consin DNR.

Locally known as the “Pence 4H Boat
Landing”, the boat ramp is located on the
west side of the Gile Flowage along
Spring Camp Road. It is a popular put-in
for boaters and is one of the best low wa-
ter launch sites on the Flowage.

After years of use, the Pence 4H boat

landing ramp is showing extreme signs ~ Xcel Energy will replace the aging Pence
of wear. The concrete ramp pads have 4 boat landing ramp to improve safety
shifted exposing rebar and creating an and access to the Gile Flowage. The arrow

points to a dangerous large piece of rebar
uneven launch surface. (see page 2) exposed by the aging concrete slabs

Y Wffeﬂﬁ"ﬁé FOG GRANTED WISCONSIN
TAX EXEMPT STATUS

revenue.wi.gov

We all know about how much paperwork is involved in preparing our taxes. But
think of how much is required by the State Department of Revenue to grant tax-
exempt status for an organization, like FOG.

FOG Treasurer Jeanne Matchefts knows. Thanks to her work in successfully negoti-
ated the Wisconsin Dept. of Revenue paperwork and requirements, on July 23, 2007
FOG was granted legal status as a Wisconsin State non-profit, tax exempt organiza-
tion.

This means that FOG is exempt from sales and use taxes, and donations to FOG may
be tax deductible. We’ll be getting more information to you about tax deductibility of
donations and dues in our next newsletter.

FOG is also applying for recognition as a Wisconsin Qualified Lake Association to
be eligible to apply for DNR and other grants directly.

This is an important step in building an organizational structure for FOG that will
allow our organization to accomplish its mission of protecting and enhancing the
Flowage.
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Pence 4H boat Landing To Be Replaced

(con’t from Page 1)

After several FOG members pointed out the problem, the FOG Board of
Directors voted to alert Xcel Energy to request their assistance.

Rob Olson, of Xcel Energy, is working with FOG on the project and indi-
cates that the landing will be improved by his company in August or Sep-
tember of this year during a period of low water level. Xcel is deciding
whether to replace the landing with concrete slabs or to pour a concrete
landing. Rob indicated that some work will also be done to stabilize the
shoreline near the boat landing from erosion.

Boaters have been forced to launch from the
shore off Spring Camp Rd. causing erosion
of the shoreline and threatening the road-
way.

Boaters are cautioned to avoid using the landing’s concrete ramp until
improvements can be made. Boaters are temporarily launching off the
side of the Pence 4H boat ramp to access the Flowage.

FLOWAGE UPDATE FROM JEFF ROTH
Senior Fisheries Biologist—Wisconsin DNR

4 1 don't have anything real specific to report but I acknowledge the "exceptional” fishing that
folks are experiencing for panfish and walleye alike. Never in the history of the Gile have we
seen such an abundance of large bluegills being caught. The same is true with the walleye
action.

We have a moratorium on relocating panfish due to the VHS (Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia)
i EA problem. We will only be allowed to move fish in the future if they test negative for

VHS. The analy51s costs $500 now is likely to increase next year. We are not budgeted for this level of certification so |

am soliciting donations from recipient lake groups to cover the cost of certifying donor lake fish to be disease-free.

We will be sampling the Gile annually as directed by the management plan. Next year we will be indexing the walleye
and smallmouth population. The "new" slot length limit on smallmouth bass will go into effect next spring and will be
posted at the landings. In 2009, we will be sampling the panfish population and fall gamefish recruitment.

We did some maintenance work on the County C Boat Landing this year through our agreement with the county by add-
ing fill in and around the launch. Prior to that, launching a boat was causing some real problems for folks.

FOG should continue to preach the importance of exotics as it relates to boat disinfection. The Gile Flowage is
ESPECIALLY susceptible to invasion with folks fishing Lake Superior and then moving to the Gile. This is espe-
cially true for smallmouth bass anglers who fish the Bay for half a day then move to the Gile.

The worst case scenario is VHS is found in Lake Superior and then transferred to the Gile Flowage with associated loss
in the fishery we have built up over the years. Scary thought!

We cannot over emphasize the threat of this invasive and how susceptible the Gile Flowage is.

(Editor’s Note: We have already seen the spread of Spiny Water Fleas from Lake Superior into the Flowage. VHS is
potentially an even more devastating aquatic invader that could inadvertently introduced into the Flowage. See page 3
for more information on VHS and what you can do. The FOG Board will also be addressing the issue of donating for
the required testing lake fish for stocking in the Flowage)
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VHS Threatens Inland Fish Populations- Gile
Flowage “Especially Susceptible”

Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia, also called VHS, has been found in Wisconsin waters. It is
the latest, and arguably the worst potential threat to Wisconsin’s fishery, aquaculture and
tourism industries yet. This fish disease can spread from one waterbody to another on boats,
trailers, in minnow buckets, live wells and in bilges.

i -
VHS has caused massive fish kills in the eastern Great Lakes, killing gamefish and pan fish including musky, walleye, bass,
bluegill, crappie, northern and trout. It also affects rough fish and minnows. Many of the experts are concerned that VHS may
result in fish kills as high as 80% in infected lakes and that it might take decades for a lake or stream to recover after infec-
tion. Others believe the disease may develop into a cycle of fish kills that occur on a regular basis. All agree that it is a dis-
turbing threat and that we need to do all we can to keep VHS out of our inland waters if we hope to keep our healthy fishery.

According to the DNR fact sheet on VHS ‘Infected fish shed the virus in their urine and reproductive fluids. The blood ves-
sels become weak, causing hemorrhages in the internal organs, muscles and skin. Fish can also become infected when they
eat an infected fish. VHS virus can remain infective up to 14 days in water.’ Infected fish often show bleeding through the
skin and swollen eyes.

VHS began in Europe, affecting rainbow trout populations. It is assumed that it was brought to the US in ballast water, al-
though this cannot be confirmed. What can be confirmed is that following massive fish kills in parts of the eastern Great
Lakes, VHS has now been found in Lake Michigan and the Fox River and Winnebago Lake system in eastern Wiscon-
sin , including in Little Lake Butte des Morts— locations where many Gile Flowage users recreate and reside. Recent
reports of VHS found in Lake Superior are not confirmed. Testing continues. The good news is that VHS is not a threat to
people eating their catch

We should be especially concerned about VHS because our inland lakes and streams are within minutes of landings on Lake
Superior and we see plenty of landing traffic to the Gile from elsewhere in the Midwest. The State of Wisconsin now has
emergency rules in place that prohibit the transfer of fish into the state without testing, prohibits the use of frozen Great Lakes
bait, prohibits minnows used on the Great Lakes and the Lake Winnebago system to be used on other inland waterbodies,
prohibits sportsmen from transporting live fish and requires them to drain live wells, bait buckets and bilges. When VHS is
found in just one more inland waterbody, these measures will be applied statewide. Many are concerned that by the time this
disease shows up in another lake or stream, it may be too late.

DNR Senior Fish Manager, Jeff Roth, believes the Gile Flowage could be especially susceptible to invasion by VHS if this
disease spreads into Lake Superior and then is transferred to the Flowage. Spiny Water Fleas may have been spread into the
Flowage in this manner. FOG has been actively working to stop the spread of aquatic invasives through its new boat landing
signs and boater welcome kits. But we all need to do more to practice what we preach and educate others!

BE PROACTIVE.. PRACTICE AND PASS ON THE KNOWLEDGE OF HOW TO STOP VHS

® Drain all water from your boat and trailer, containers, and fishing equipment including bait buckets and coolers.

® Do not move live fish, including unused minnows, between waters. All fish must be dead before leaving the landing
or shoreline. Ice your catch and discard your minnows.

® Do not use minnows unless they were purchased from a licensed Wisconsin bait dealer or you caught them from the
water you are fishing.

® Remove all visible plants, animals, and mud from your boat and trailer.

For more information on VHS visit: http://dnr.wi.gov/fish/pages/vhsfacts.html.
If you witness a large number of dead or dying fish, the DNR is asking your help to contact a local DNR
office or the DNR Hotline at 1-800-TIP-DNR.
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Now On-The-Web at

L@ The mission of the
friendsofthegile.org

Friends of the Gile Flowage, Inc.

..is to preserve and protect the Gile Flowage and its
surroundings, and to enhance the water quality, fishery,
boating safety, and its aesthetic values, as a public rec-
reational facility for today and for future generations.
Membership in FOG is open to any individual, family,

business, or organization that subscribes to this mission.
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Box 227, Montreal, WI 54550
Phone: 715.561.2185

2007 FOG
Board of Directors
President: Cathy Techtmann
Phone: 715.561.2185

This summer has seen a big increase in the number of people enjoying the Gile
Flowage for fishing, boating, swimming, and recreation. Non-motorized boat-
ing is growing in popularity, too. Featured in photo (left to right) FOG mem-
bers Julie Miles, Denise Schmitz-Enking, Michele Hopp, and Cathy Techt-
mann enjoying a Sunday morning paddle together on the Gile.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT FROM THE
WISCONSIN LAKE TIDES NEWSLETTER

These are changing times ... We all need to look at making a
cultural shift in how we behave when it comes to boating and
using our waters. To make sure our waters remain resilient we
must not move any boat or equipment from one waterbody to
another without practicing good bio-security. That means each
of us must thoroughly clean, drain and decontaminate all boats
and equipment each and every time we move from one water-
body to another. Until we all do this religiously, there is a great
likelihood that we will continue to spread aquatic invasive spe-
cies from one lake to another.

Read more about the Wisconsin Lakes Newsletter at:

http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/uwexlakes/

Vice-President- Joel Enking
Secretary— Open-shared among Board
Treasurer- Jeanne Matchefts

Board Members At Large

Gary Miles Jim Kaffine

Gary Hopp Alan Sobczak
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*
f KUDOS TO:

*

X We said it before, but once

: again kudos go to Jeanne

% Matchefts, FOG Treasurer, for
* the many hours of work she put
* into completing the paperwork
X required for FOG to apply for

: non-profit status with the IRS.

*
* FOG is now officially a Wiscon-

* sin tax exempt 501© 3 non-
: profit lake association!

*
X THANK-YOU |
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*
*
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