
Renovations on the ñPence 4H Boat Land-

ingò, the boat ramp is located on the west 

side of the Gile Flowage along Spring 

Camp Road are complete, thanks to help 

from FOG and Xcel Energy.  Instead of an 

aging, unsafe boat ramp, Flowage users 

will now find a new concrete ramp that 

provides safe access while protecting the 

shoreline. 

 

The project started when FOG member Jim 

Kaffine of Pence alerted FOG Presi-

dent Cathy Techtmann to the safety 

and environmental problems caused by 

the rapidly deteriorating boat landing.  

 

After years of use the boat landing 

ramp showed extreme signs of wear 

including broken concrete pads, 

dangerous exposed rebar, and un-

even launch surfaces creating a haz-

ard for users. Boaters were forced to 

launch from the shore also creating 

a potential erosion problem along 

Spring Camp Road. 

 

Techtmann contacted Rob Olson- 

Xcel Energyôs Hydrolicensing Spe-

cialist ask for help to renovate the 

landing. Xcel Energy owns approxi-

mately 1200 acres of non-submerged 

land within the Gile Flowage includ-

ing the riparian shoreline area. 
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Whatôs In A Name? 
 

Gile, Wisconsin:  This community lies 
at the north end of the Flowage. One 
tradition says it was named after 
Gordon H. Gile, an owner of the local 
iron company.  Another says it hon-
ors surveyor Miles Giles  Gile is tech-
nically a part of the City of Montreal 
although many Gile residents fiercely 
defend Gileôs autonomy. The Gile 
Flowage takes itôs name from this 
community. 
 
City of Montreal:  Montreal is a city of 
the 4th classï a specific municipal 
jurisdiction. The only other ñcityò in 
Iron County is Hurley. Montreal was 
originally incorporated as the Village 
of Hamilton, but in 1924 electors 
changed the name to honor of the 
Montreal Mine located there. 
 
Town of Pence:  This town that incor-
porates the west side of the Gile 
Flowage., with a small piece of 
Pence extending on the east side of 
the Flowage. Pence as originally part 
of the City of Montreal. It was formed 
in 1923  and originally named the 
Town of Clement, but later changed 
to Pence.  
 
Town of Carey:  Incorporates the 
majority of east side of the Flowage. 
Carey was created from the rem-
nants of the Town of Vaughn which 
existed when Iron County was still 

part of Ashland County.  The Town 
of Vaughn was shaped like a key. 
It the most irregular shaped  
township in Wisconsin being 16 
miles long and ranging between 7 
miles wide at its southern border 
to 1/4 miles wide in some in 
places. When Iron County was 
formed in 1893, Vaughn was dis-
solved and the township was re-
shaped and renamed ñCareyò.  

From this, a safety hazard for 
boaters and an erosion  

problem  

é to a poured concrete landing 
that will provide a safe launch fa-
cility for boaters while protecting 
the shoreline  

FOG Works With Xcel Energy To Replace Aging, Unsafe Boat 

Pence 4-H Boat Landing 
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Mr. Olson was immediately concerned about the condition of the 

Pence landing, both for the safety of Flowage users and the Flowage 

environment.  At his request, FOG issued an article warning boaters 

about the landingôs condition.  

 

FOG members assisted in securing measurements, photos, and local 

information needed for the boat ramp construction permit.  DNR Sen-

ior Fishery Manager Jeff Roth and Water Regulations and Zoning Spe-

cialist Dan Houston assisted with the permitting process. 

 

An Xcel Energy construction crew, lead by Rick Schwartz, completed 

the new poured concrete ramp and shoreline stabilization project in 

October. Jim Kaffine, along with part time Flowage resident Stan 

Matusewic, assisted the Xcel crew with the installation by providing important local knowledge that resulted in the best 

placement for the ramp and erosion control structures.  

 

This project is a great example of the partnership between Xcel Energy, FOG, and the local community.   

 

The Pence 4H Landing is a popular put-in for boaters. With these improvements it will remain one of the best low water 

launch sites on the Flowage for years to come. 

 

Gile Flowage Boat Landing Replaced (conõt from Page 1) 
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concrete base. 

TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS AS OF 2/8/07  
 

We received word this summer that our application for federal tax exemption under section 501 (c) (3) of the 

Internal Revenue Code was approved.  This exemption was effective as of February 8, 2007.  So anyone with 

donations to FOG after this date may deduct these donations from their taxes in 2007.   Following this deter-

mination, we applied for exemption from state sales tax.  This was granted to FOG in the summer of 2007 and 

will help greatly, especially for large purchases. 

 

There has not been much treasury activity in recent months, but membership dues 

for 2007 continued to come in into the fall.  At this time we have approximately 80 

paid members.  The treasury has $2685, most of this money raised from dues and 

donations.  We did not receive any grants during 2007 and had no large expendi-

tures. 

 

Thank you all for your continued support of FOG and remember that 2008 mem-

berships are due as of  

January 1st. 

 

Jeanne Matchefts 

FOG Treasurer 


